




 The eighth and final beatitude. It speaks of a blessing no one wants–the blessing that 
comes to those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness. 

 Persecution involves pain and suffering, and who wants that? Most of us would rather 
have the blessing that comes to the merciful than the blessing that comes to the 
persecuted. Few healthy people who freely choose the path of persecution.

There are six facts that make this beatitude impossible to ignore:

1. It is the last beatitude. 

2. It is the longest beatitude (three verses).

3. It ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅÁÔÉÔÕÄÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ɉȰÒÅÊÏÉÃÅȱɊȢ

4. It is the only beatitude with an explanation.

5. It is the only beatitude that is repeated by Jesus.

6. It is the only beatitude addressed directly to the reader.
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 Tortured For Christ

 Persecution evokes images of men burned at the stake, of babies taken from their mothers, of 

Christians being thrown to the lions, of brave pastors tortured until they renounced their 

faith.. But is anyone one is ever persecuted for their faith today?

 Is Jesus' Teaching on Persecution Outdated?

 Approximately 10 per cent of the 2 billion Christians in the world suffer persecution, said 

GyulaOrban, an official of ACN, the Catholic relief agency founded by Norbertinepriest Fr. 

WerenfriedVon Straaten. Orbantold the ZENITnews agency, this means that some 200 million 

Christians suffer harsh repercussions because of their religion.

An article on Christian persecution was published by the German news agency, IDEA. It claimed 

that since the crucifixion of Christ, more than 43 million Christians have been killed for their 

faith.

 Jesus words to us are very relevant, and precious, for millions of  Christians live under the 

pressure of constant surveillance. 
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 Additional stories come from Mexico, Nigeria, and China.

 The First Apostles

James–Beheaded 

Phillip–Crucified

Matthew–Slain by the sword

James –Stoned to death

Matthias–Stoned, then beheaded

Andrew–Crucified, left hanging on the cross for three days

Peter–Crucified upside down

Paul–Beheaded by Nero in Rome

Jude–Crucified

Bartholomew–Beaten to death with clubs

Thomas–Speared to death

Simon the Zealot–Crucified

John–Exiled to Patmos; died a prisoner it appears that none of the apostles escaped persecution. All 

died as a result of their faith in Jesus Christ. 
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 What exactly does it mean to be persecuted? -It’s not referring to those people who suffer 

because of offensive, crude behaviour. 

 People who persist in gross, unmannerly conduct will eventually suffer for it. 

 If you are rude to your employees or disrespectful of your boss, don’t be surprised to 

find yourself ostracized. That’s not the kind of persecution Jesus has in mind. 

 Not referring to people who suffer because they are lazy show up late, leave early, don’t 

work hard, criticize others, bend the rules, and in general don’t do a good job. 
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 This beatitude is not promising a blessing on those who break the law or become 

obnoxious in their pursuit of things they believe in. 

 This beatitude does not apply to trouble you bring on yourself. 

 It applies to those cases where you face opposition because your stand for Jesus Christ. 

 The key to understand this principle lies in the word άrighteousness.” “right” actually 

means “straight.” When your life is straight by God’s standards, it is righteous. 

 We live in a crooked world filled with people whose lives are made crooked because of 

sin. 

 It might translate, Blessed are those who are persecuted because their lives are straight.

Persecution is a sign your life is straight in the eyes of the world.
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 Jesus identifies three particular forms the opposition will take:

1. Persecution. The word means to pursue, chase, harass and pressure. It was used for 

chasing down criminals.

2. Insults. The word means “to cast into the teeth,” as in “hurling an insult.” It means 

that Christians can expect to be made the butt of public jokes and open ridicule.

3. All kinds of evil. The phrase means that unbelievers will tell deliberate lies about us. It 

also means there is no limit on the kinds of slander and falsehood we will have to 

endure.
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 We should expect things to get worse, not better. Since we can’t do anything to change 

the way the world treat us,……... How should we respond? 

Three answers:-

1. We must commit to living a consistent Christian life. 

 Living a consistent Christian life simply means living the life Jesus describes in the 

beatitudes: Poor in spirit … mourning over sin … meek in the face of injustice … hungering 

after righteousness … merciful … pure in heart … peacemaking
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 Living a consistent Christian life simply means living the life Jesus describes in the beatitudes: 

Poor in spirit … mourning over sin … meek in the face of injustice … hungering after 

righteousness … merciful … pure in heart … peacemaking. 

 These seven qualities of the followers of Jesus Christ. Live like this and everyone will know you 

are a Christian. 

 They won’t all like it, but no one will be able to deny it. 

 You won’t have to seek persecution, it will seek you! This final beatitude is not calling us to go 
out and stir up trouble. If you just live like Jesus told us too, you have all the persecution you 
can handle.
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2.  We must defend what is right and oppose what is wrong. 

 Every soldier understands you can’t run away from the battle. When you hear the sound of 

cannon fire, you’ve got to pick up your weapon and head for the front line. It’s not enough to 

say, “I’m a Christian” when the battle is raging elsewhere. You’ve got to stand and fight 

where the enemy is attacking.

 Speak Up!

 When they say, “The universe came into being through blind evolution,” you have a moral 

obligation to respond, “No, in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” When 

they say, “Jesus was nothing more than a Galilean peasant with an amazing gift for teaching,” 

you’ve got to say, “No, he was the Son of God.” When they promote abortion, you’ve got to 

defend the right to life. When they defend homosexual marriage, you’ve got to speak up 

against immorality. When they attempt to justify killing the old because they’ve become a 

nuisance and a burden to society, you must find a way to defend the inherent value of all 

human life as created in God’s image. When they mock the gospel and argue that there are 

many ways to heaven, you must kindly, loving, and gently respond that there is “no other 

name” than Jesus by which we may be saved.
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 If you don’t speak up, who will? If you don’t defend the cause of righteousness, who 

will speak up in your place?

 Esther 4:14, Who knows but you have been brought up for this very hour?

 We must speak out in a day of moral and spiritual confusion. Perhaps God gave you 

your job and put you on your block and gave you a strategic position in your company 

because he wants you to speak out boldly, forcefully and righteously. 
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 3. We must respond to opposition in a godly fashion.

 Jesus said, “Rejoice.” That’s hard to do when people call you “homophobic” or a “bigot” 

or a “narrow-minded extremist” or a “right-wing fundamentalist.” Or something much 

worse. 

 How do we rejoice in such a circumstance? Jesus explained the answer. We are to rejoice 

for two reasons:

 1. Because we have a great reward in heaven–That’s the future

2. Because we join our righteous ancestors–That’s the past 

 Persecution and opposition–as painful as it may be–It gives us a new perspective on 

yesterday and also on tomorrow, which makes it easier to endure what happens today. 
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 How do you endure suffering? The New Testament offers three pieces of advice.

1. Pray 2. Bless 3. Endure

 Pray for yourself and for those who oppose you. Bless them in the name of the Lord. And 

endure persecution patiently knowing that the Lord is control of even the smallest 

circumstances of life. 

There would be something more terrible for us: If God had needed a person and we were 

found to be unwilling.

 Persecution is a terrible thing, but unfaithfulness is far worse.
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 Our text promises a blessing to believers who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness. 

how this works:

 If you focus on the persecution you’re going to miss much the fun of Christian life!

 Jesus ends by noting that “in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.” 

 He’s speaking of a line of godly believers that stretches back through history. Abel … Noah … 

Abraham … Moses … Samuel … David … Isaiah … Jeremiah … Daniel … Peter … Paul … John. 

And the rest of the apostles. The list includes Jesus himself. 

 True believers have never been popular with the people of the world. 

 Our righteousness intimidates them, our boldness annoys them, our refusal to participate in 

their sin infuriates them, and our love for God mystifies them. Because they don’t 

understand us, they hate us. 

 Because they hate us, they oppose us. We seem like subversives, dangerous enemies who 

must be hunted down and destroyed. In the words of John Calvin, “We cannot be Christ’s 

soldiers on any condition but this, that the world will rise up against us and pursue us even 

until death”.
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 ά¢Ƙƛǎ DƭƻǊȅ Lǎ {ƻ DǊŜŀǘέ

 One final word. Jesus promised that “Great is your reward in heaven.” How will the troubles 

of this life look to us once we finally get to heaven? Martin Luther offers a solid answer to 

that question:

 When we shall live in that day, we shall look with wonder on one another and say, “Shame, 

that we were not of better cheer, braver, stronger, and more joyful, to trust Christ, and to 

endure all tribulations and crosses and persecutions, since this glory is so great.”

 When we finally get to heaven, no one will ever regret having lived for Jesus while we were 

on the earth. We’ll only regret that we didn’t do more. 

 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.

Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 
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